COLORADO GIVES DAY
TODAY IS GIVING TUESDAY

Today is #GivingTuesday and a great day to preschedule your Colorado Gives Day donation for December
8th! Colorado Gives Day is an annual statewide movement to celebrate and increase philanthropy in
Colorado through online giving. Please support PRTR by making a tax deductible donation. Select the
Donate

Now

button

or

make

your

donation

at:

www.coloradogives.org/promiseranchtherapeuticriding

HO! HO! HO! HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
"The holiday season is a perfect time to reflect on our blessings and seek out ways to make life better for
those around us."

What a year has 2020 been? Looking back, our year has been a roller coaster just like it has been for most
of you! Thankfully, and with the help of our volunteers we were able to resume our sessions in June and
have been expanding our program immensely since then. We are now offering Occupational, Speech and
Mental Health Therapies, as well as Ground Work with our horses. We are thankful for so many great
moments we were able to collect together with our clients and volunteers and to experience such an
impressive community support during these difficult times! Thank you to everyone, who helped Promise
Ranch this year!

NEWS AT PRTR
Opportunity to Join our Board of Directors

As a volunteer with Promise Ranch, we know you love helping others! If you are not a current volunteer,
here's another opportunity to help! Have you ever considered giving back in a different capacity? What
specific skills might you or someone you know have to offer as a member of our leadership team? Any area
of expertise is welcome - administrative, fundraising, accounting, marketing, etc. We are recruiting a
motivated person to enhance our great team of passionate board members who support our business and
vision. You can help make a real difference in the guidance of our organization! Involvement time varies, but
at the minimum, we meet monthly (over Zoom right now). If you are interested please send an email to our
Board President Suzanne at suzanne@prtr.org. We can't wait to talk with you more about what else you might
bring to Promise Ranch!

Promise Ranch is proud to congratulate two of our members, Board President Suzanne Opp
and Executive Director Jamie Mondrow on completing their respective trainings:
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beings. What luck! And what a big
responsibility!"

Thank you, Alli!

We are so thankful to our student Alli who has spent her final rotation
of fieldwork with us at Promise Ranch. Alli has shown great
compassion and care to the clients and families she treats. We will
miss having her at the ranch. We know the work she has done
continues to benefit our clients. Thank you, Alli!

NOVEMBER EVENTS AT PRTR

Promise Ranch at the Castle Rock
Starlighting Event on November 21st

Promise Ranch participated as one of the
vendors at the recent Starlighting event in
Castle Rock. An annual hallmark of the
holiday season, the event was handled with
safety precautions. Board members Flo
Murray, Brittany McLean and Suzanne Opp
visited with attendees about donating to or
participating with our program. "Our goal
was to inform about the mission and
activities of the Ranch", said Suzanne Opp,
"and even though there were fewer
participants

than

normal,

it

was

a

successful day." Fireworks capped off the
celebration and welcome to the holiday
season. Look for the lighted star atop
Castle Rock!

Santa Meet and Greet - Picture with Santa on November 29th

With all necessary COVID-19 safety precautions in place, we were lucky to open our doors for an
exclusive meet and greet incl. family picture with Santa and his horse. Lots of pre-registered families
came to Promise Ranch to see him and helped Promise Ranch to raise some money for our therapy
program.

A massive Thank You goes to our Equine and Facility Manager, Lexie and her husband Jeff for
setting up this wonderful holiday scenery and for helping Santa and our guests to stay safe and happy.
We also want to recognize our Board of Directors member Alicia for organizing the entire registration
and check-in process with the help of her friends Jennifer Wolfe and Cindy Hermanson. Another huge
support during this event was also our volunteer Katelyn Miller who helped our team to get Santa's
horses ready behind the scenes.

WHAT'S NEXT?

Therapy Sessions

Volunteer Training

Holiday break: Dec 20 - Jan 3

NEW VOLUNTEERS:
Orientation & Side Walker training for
new volunteers:

Jan 19, 2021 from 10:30-12:00pm

If you are interested in attending please
send an email to volunteer@prtr.org.

PEOPLE AT PRTR
Our Clients

Rider
-

story

Spotlight:
provided

by

Daniel's

Daniel

Daniel riding Snip in November 2020

family

"Daniel is our 12 year old with Down
Syndrome. We came to Promise Ranch
with high hopes of Daniel increasing his
large motor activity, and he has benefitted
so far beyond our initial hopes. He loves
horses and was hesitant at first, but the
staff was encouraging and patient and now
he can’t wait to be at the ranch and to see
the horses. We have seen great strides in
many areas. While his balance is greatly
improved in class, we see how that has
helped him in general with running, playing,
stairs, and much more. We also see the
improvement in his core strength which has
helped his posture and general activities.
He has even improved his speech as he
has learned to communicate effectively with
the horse and therapist. Finally, he has built
tremendous confidence on the horse, which
is displayed in other settings. We are
grateful to Promise Ranch and their
tremendous programs!"

Our Volunteers

Congratulations to our Volunteer of the Month: Christa Rozin

"I feel very honored to be volunteer of the month!

Christa and Clark

My husband and I are retired empty nesters. We moved to
Colorado in June 2019 from our most recent home in
Michigan. The thing we love most about Colorado is the
sunshine and the very friendly residents! I began looking for
volunteer opportunities as a way to meet people. I love
animals, and I volunteer once a week walking dogs at the
Dumb Friends League in Denver. But I grew up riding horses,
and I have really missed being around them. I began asking
around about volunteer organizations with horses, and I
heard about the Promise Ranch. I was once a pediatric and
neonatal nurse, so Promise Ranch seemed to combine
many of the things I love: helping those with special needs,
working with horses, and being active. I really enjoy my time
at Promise Ranch! I have read about the physical and
emotional benefits that therapeutic riding can provide, but
seeing firsthand the difference it makes in the lives of the
clients is really something. I have great respect for what the
therapists and the instructors are doing at the ranch, and I
am proud to be part of this warm and inviting team! And the
horse snuggles are pretty nice, too!"

Here's why the Promise Ranch staff thinks Christa is great:

Danielle (Occupational Therapy Manager): "Christa is always so eager to help and she is wonderful
with our

clients.

I'm

so

grateful

for

her

dedication

to

the

ranch!"

Miriam (Volunteer Manager): "From the perspective of the volunteer manager, volunteers like Christa
are a blessing. Christa is super reliable, willing to help whenever she can - even at the very last
minute. She has stepped up as a head walker in such short time and has become an indispensable
part of our volunteer team! Thank you so much Christa for being such an amazing volunteer!"

Kaity (Occupational Therapy Assistant): "Christa is a gift to those around her! With her knowledgeable
heart and kind spirit, Promise Ranch is so lucky to have her!"

Andrea (Occupational Therapy Assistant): "Christa brings amazing energy to all of the sessions she
helps with. She is an excellent and fast learner and takes every challenge with grace and positivity!
Her

attitude

helps

put

horses

and

clients

at

ease!

Thank

you

Christa!"

Lexie (Equine & Facility Manager): "Thank you Christa, for all your time and effort, we
greatly appreciate having you as a volunteer!"

Volunteer Spotlight: Kate Testerman
Kate with her horse Orion
"I first discovered PRTR this summer after driving past it on
my way home from a hike with my family at Castlewood
Canyon State Park. I was thrilled to immediately be able to
join a volunteer training and start working as a Side Walker
and now Horse Leader with the fabulous clients, therapists,
and amazing horses at PRTR. In this challenging year,
having my weekly commitment to PRTR keeps me
grounded, and being able to help others is gratifying in more
ways than one. I love getting to spend time with the horses,
and I'm learning more about their care, which is proving
useful as I've started leasing my own horse."

People Behind the Scenes

Meet our Barn Staff: Marcie
- Story and photos provided by Marcie Morrison

"Hi my name is Marcie, I joined Promise Ranch a year ago and have enjoyed every minute. I'm a
Colorado native and have been on the back of a horse since I was 3 helping my Grandfather check
his cows on our ranch in Fruita. I started showing horses in western pleasure, gymkhana, trail and

jumping when I was 7. I have loved animals of all kinds since a young age, that's why I became a
veterinarian technician. Horses have always been my passion so after 18 years at a small animal
clinic I decided I wanted to change my career. Since then I've worked at show barns both western
and English. My passion for helping abused and neglected horses lead me to work for DDFL Harmony
equine center. My time there was a learning experience and made me appreciate how much time
and

love

goes

to

rehabilitating

horses

who

lost

their

trust

in

mankind.

In my spare time I love to trail ride my three rescue horses, play fetch with my three dogs and spend
time with my son."

PROMISE RANCH LOGO SHOP

HO

HO

HO!

Need some last minute
Christmas presents for
your beloved ones? How
about a Promise Ranch
logo

item?

Our

new

winter wear is the perfect
gift

for

all

ages!

Cozy winter Items available for Pre-Order!
Pre-orders made until Dec 5th will be arriving before Christmas!

Winter is here, so we have Beanies in many different colors, Sweaters & Zippers and Vests available
for pre-order now. If you are interested, please fill out one of the pre-order forms at the ranch and
place them in our silver cash/donation box next to the entrance door to the arena. You will be notified
once they arrive. Beanies, Sweaters & Zippers and Vests are available in many more colors than
shown

in

the

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT

pictures!

Online GiftItForward.com Fundraiser

Support us while shopping! Complete your holiday shopping AND help us fund our projects. Simply follow
the steps on the flyer and please don't forget to use our Fundraising Code (see step 2 in the flyer).
2020 PRE-ORDERS ARE OPEN
DEADLINE FOR ORDERS: DECEMBER 12th
SHIPPING STARTED THANKSGIVING WEEK

King Soopers Rewards Program:

Amazon Smile Rewards Program:

Support Promise Ranch while shopping for

Support Promise Ranch while shopping for

your Holiday feasts.

your holiday

gifts

online.

Simply go to:
http://www.kingsoopers.com/communityreward

Simply sign in to

s

https://smile.amazon.com on your desktop or

Once logged into your King Soopers
account, you can search for Promise Ranch
Therapeutic Riding either by name, or type
in ND279 and then click “Enroll”. New users
will need to create an account which
requires some basic information, a valid

mobile phone browser. From your
desktop, go to Your Account from the
navigation at the top of any page. Select
the option to Change your Charity. Or,
from your mobile browser, select Change
your Charity from the options at the bottom

email address and a rewards card. King

of the page. Search the list and select

Soopers will then give a percentage of your

Promise Ranch Therapeutic Riding to

purchases back to PRTR without costing

support. Amazon will donate a portion of

you anything!

the purchase price to our charitable
organization without costing you anything!

Madison Strong Fund
We are so excited that we have already exceeded our first
goal of $ 5,000 and reached the incredible amount of $
5,274 so far. Please help us to reach our new goal of $ 7,500
for

the

Madison

Strong

Fund.

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far!

For donations please visit our
website: https://www.prtr.org/madison-strong-fund/

Your donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit. Call 303-817-6531 if you have any questions about
your donation or our organization. Please include your full
name, address and email should you wish to receive a
receipt for your donation.

Volunteer with Promise Ranch:
We are always looking for motivated people

Other Opportunities to support:
can

be

found

our

https://www.prtr.org/give-to-promise/

who want to donate their time to our
ranch. Please find more information on
our website:
https://www.prtr.org/volunteer/sign-up/
or send an email to volunteer@prtr.org.
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BIG THANK YOU

TO OUR SPONSORS & DONORS

"Leslie Engebretson"
Stephanie Robertson

website

Michelle Weissmann - in memory of Stephen Neff
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