Hello Fall!
"Fall is a second spring where every leaf is a flower".

After a relaxing break week we are so happy to see everyone back at the ranch!
This fall is going to be super exciting and packed with fun events. Please check out our Facebook page or
the Events section in this newsletter.

Again, we want to say THANK YOU to our amazing volunteers who are the backbone of our therapy
program. In September our volunteers have contributed to the increasing success of Promise Ranch with
incredible 180 hours of their valuable time. We are so very thankful to have you!

NEWS FROM PRTR

Meet Canna, our new Licensed Professional
Mental Health Counselor
- Story and photo provided by Canna O'Carroll

Canna acquired her Masters in Clinical

In her free time Canna loves to be outdoors

Mental Health through the University of

with her dogs, her horse and her husband.

Colorado, Denver and is a Certified Clinical

She is an avid reader, loves to travel and

Trauma Professional through ITTI. She has

experience new cultures. Canna has

a passion for creating a non-judgmental

always been passionate about horses and

safe space where people feel comfortable,

believes in their thier healing properties. A

supported, accepted and validated. She

few years ago, she took on a six month old

works with teens and adults struggling with

baby who is now three years and five

a variety of mental health concerns such as

months.

Her

depression, anxiety, addiction, chronic

Contact

Canna

name

is

at: canna@prtr.org

stress, chronic health issues, relational
difficulties and life transitions.
Canna

specializes

in

working

with

individuals who suffer from trauma, grief
and loss, PTSD and Bipolar Disorder. As a
Veteran herself, she is passionate about
the mental health care of our Veteran
population and is committed to suicide
prevention

work.

Please welcome Allison Quelch, our new Student
- Story and photo provided by Allison Quelch

Arabella.

"I am a Colorado native and am at Promise
Ranch as a student for a fieldwork rotation.
I am getting a degree for occupational

Alli will be joining our program for at least
eight weeks. Welcome to the team and
thanks

for

supporting

us!

therapy assistant (OTA). I was a special
education paraprofessional for 4 years
before I went back to school for OTA. I
have a passion for helping people and
enjoy

working

with

individuals

with

disabilities. I love animals more than
anything and am so excited to get to
experience

my

new

career

through

hippotherapy! I’m not a horse expert, and
wasn’t lucky enough to have a horse as a
young girl, but I can’t wait to learn more
about them and grow in my profession!
Thank you for giving me this experience
Promise Ranch!"

Please say Goodbye to Comet
Our beloved therapy horse, Comet, is retiring from
Promise this October. After several years of hard
work and dedication, he is ready to enjoy life with
his owner and PRTR board member, Tamara
Chartier. We wish them many happy trails in the
years to come and are grateful for our time with
this special boy. Please stop by Comet at the
ranch and wish him farewell, he will be here until
the 17th.

Say Hi to Whiskey
Our new therapy horse in training
- Story and photos provided by Cindi and Catherine Rose

Mister Whiskey was the start of something huge. After years of begging my mom for my own baby
to train she finally gave in and let me pick out two orphans from a local friend. These two babies
started our passion for rescuing and training orphan foals and giving them a good foundation to find
them forever homes. Thus our rescue Second Gen Training and Therapy was born. I knew Whiskey
was exceptional from the start and he proved me right every day. When we first got Whiskey he was
actually given to us because he couldn’t be touched. He was completely untrusting of humans. But
as soon as we got him home we started to show him love and within half an hour we were loving all
over him and he even let us halter him. From there on out he was the sweetest most in your pocket
pony at our barn. When you went in his paddock he was the first to greet you, from lipping anything
he could find to following you around everywhere you went, you could not find a sweeter or more
gentle horse. Not only was he a ham but he was also very smart and very willing to try anything you
asked him to. One of my favorite tricks Whiskey can do is he will lay down on command so that
people can lay on him, love him and even get on him from a lay down position. As Whiskey grew my
hope that he would become a full size horse quickly diminished, and while I was sad I wouldn’t be
able to keep him as my personal horse, I was still so very proud of the work we had put in and the
pony he grew into. We knew that Whiskey had a lot of love to give and so so much untapped
potential, so we started looking for a new home for him. But not just anywhere would do, no he would
have to go somewhere very special for me to let him go. And we could not be more proud or have
asked for a better home for Whiskey than at Promise Ranch. Whiskey was meant to be a therapy
horse as he has so much more love to give that just one person can handle. And now he can give
love

to

everyone

he

meets.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Horse Painting Workshop
Saturday, October 10th, 12pm-2:30pm

Join us for a horse spirit painting workshop!
A guided mediation will lead you to paint
your inner horse spirit. No previous painting
experience required. Guests will spend the
afternoon in one of our lovely pastures with

Cost

snacks & drinks provided. The class is led

Bring your own canvas or purchase one

by Karen Stone, a Creatively Fit coach.

from Karen at the workshop. All other

Karen has been guided by the spirit of the

materials will be provided. Send email for

horse for most of her years as a

sign up to jamie@prtr.org.

Hunter/Jumper trainer.

of

admission

is

$35.

YOGA class with Danielle
Sunday, October 18th, 10:30am

Come and join us for a relaxing Yoga class
in our horse pastures. Please bring all your
equipment to the class (yoga mat, drink,
etc.). The class takes place outside!

We are asking for a donation of $25. You
can pay cash or credit card at the event.

To sign up please send an email to
jamie@prtr.org.

Haunted Horses Event
Saturday, October 31st, 1:30pm-5:00pm

https://tinyurl.com/prtrhauntedhorses
Join us on Halloween for
HAUNTED HORSES!

Promise Ranch is celebrating this festive
day with an AMAZING Trick-or-Treat Trail
through our stables and Ticketed games,
contests and activities. Carving Pumpkins,
Face Painting, Obstacle Course are just a
few things guests can participate in.
Please visit the link below to register for
Enjoy the fresh fall air and adequate social

your entry time. Pre-Purchase your activity

distance, guests can expect to visit

ticket bundle and save while you register

decorated horses and stalls as well as

(more

charming

costumes

info

on

tickets

in

the

link).

by our volunteer

teammates.

Prebuy

your

tickets

here:

https://py.pl/Ap4ybVekVaa
Registration IS required as we are doing

(Activities will vary from 1-10 tickets per

timed event entry to keep in line with social

activity)

distance

guidelines.

This is a FREE TO ATTEND EVENT!

WHAT'S NEXT?

Therapy Sessions

Volunteer Training

Start New Session: Sept 28

NEW VOLUNTEERS:
Orientation & Side Walker training for

Make Up Week: Nov 16

new volunteers:
October 10, 01:00pm-02:30pm

Break Week: Nov 20

November 14, 10:30am-12:00pm

If you are interested in attending please
sign up on VSP or send an email to
volunteer@prtr.org.

PEOPLE AT PRTR
Volunteer of the Month September

Congratulations to our Volunteer of the Month: Susi Morrison!

"I spent my childhood in Evergreen, CO and

Lastly, Promise Ranch is a special place

it was there that we had our first

and I’m glad to be able to contribute a small

horse.

Belle was a beautiful buckskin

part to its success. Promise Ranch Team,

Quarter horse mare, and had such a gentle

thank you for selecting me as the volunteer

soul! We rode her in Gymkhanas for 4-H,

of the month for September. I’m honored

the annual Evergreen Rodeo Parade and

and humbled." ~ Susi

the Grand Entry at the Rodeo itself. I’ve
lived in Parker with my husband and
daughters since 1998 and previously
volunteered at Praying Hands Ranch. After
a little hiatus, I missed being around
horses, so luckily discovered Promise
Ranch and began volunteering again in
2018. I currently work as a Certified
Personal Trainer and Certified Nutrition
Coach, so I enjoy working with the clients
and their horses, and getting to witness the
huge physical and psychological benefits
that therapy riding brings. It’s right up my
alley since I come from a Health and
Wellness background!

Here's why the Promise Ranch staff thinks Susi is great:

Lexie (Equine & Facility Manager):
"Susi has shown a tremendous amount of dedication and reliability to the ranch. It's amazing to see
the deep relationships she's built with the clients, therapists and horses over her years of
volunteering. Thank you for giving us your time and love Susi!"

Danielle
"Susi

(Occupational
is

a

ray

of

sunshine!

Therapy
I

enjoy

being

able

Manager):
to

work

with

her!"

Miriam

(Volunteer

Coordinator):

"Susi is a truly wonderful volunteer. What would we do without her? Susi, thank you so much for all
your help, your smiles, for being flexible and absolutely reliable! I love working with you!"

Kaity (Occupational Therapy Assistant):
"Not only does Susi always keep my kiddos safe and horses happy, she is always the first to
remind me to take a step back - making sure I've had something to eat and drink so I can be the
best therapist I am able to be. I'm so grateful for her help and enthusiasm with my sessions!"

Andrea (Occupational Therapy Assistant):
"Susi has been a wonderful part of our volunteer team for over two years. She consistently helps
as needed with horses & clients and is always professional and kind with everyone she meets!"

People Behind the Scenes

Meet our Equine & Facility Manager: Lexie Gilbert
- Story and photos provided by Lexie Gilbert

"Hi, my name is Lexie and I joined Promise
Ranch in early 2019 as the Barn Manager.
After years of working in English Show
Jumping Barns, I was very excited to find a
ranch with a focus on developing deep and
therapeutic relationships between horses
and clients. In my time working with
equines I’ve been lucky enough to care for
pregnant mares and newborn foals all the
way to 40-year-old quarter horses. I find joy
everyday in learning something new about
these amazing creatures.

I savor the early, quiet mornings with
horses peacefully eating breakfast and
appreciate the bustle and hustle of a busy
Friday afternoon. The best days have a
sound herd, laughing clients and smiling
therapists and volunteers."

As the Barn and Equine Manager at
Promise, each day brings new excitement.
I love seeing the exuberant face of a child
who is getting on a horse for the first time
and watching long time clients greeting
their horse like an old friend.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT

Madison Strong Fund

The Madison Strong Fund was created in honor of local 8th grade student Madison, from Pine, CO.
Madison was known best to her friends and family as an incredibly creative, graceful, an active
thirteen year old whose love for her family, friends, horses and dogs outweighed all other things in
life. Madison was diagnosed with Leukemia in December 2019, and fought hard to beat the disease,
going into remission in Spring 2020. Though Madison was well on her way to full recovery and getting
a horse of her own, a long time dream of hers, a sudden complication led to her passing August 26,
2020. Madison’s parents, Kate and Russell Cleveland hope to feed her spirit and love for horses
through the continuation of her Madison Strong fund, this time for the therapy of others through art
and horse riding. The program will combine a special compilation of art classes, horse riding
preparation, and a therapeutic ride involving other calisthenic components to riders from all walks of
life, particularly children facing mental and physical battles of their own. Although Madison is no
longer with us physically, we are grateful to the Cleveland Family for allowing us to help carry on her

spirit through impactful programs at Promise Ranch. Please use the button below to donate in her
honor

and

memory,

and

to

carry

on

her

beautiful

spirit

of

“Madison

Strong”.

For donations please visit our website: https://www.prtr.org/madison-strong-fund/

Your donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit. Call 303-817-6531 if you have any
questions about your donation or our organization. Please include your full name, address and email
should

you

wish

to

receive

Support our Fundraiser:
Get your favorite horse or any other
special motif you have longed for
painted by talented artist Jirapun (Jay)
Wangsai

Jay was born in northern Thailand and at
age 28 moved to the US. She became a
US citizen with a career as a registered
nurse. After retirement, Jay received a
double lung transplant and moved to
Highlands Ranch. While working as an RN,
Jay started painting and studied with a well
known
California.

artist

in

Palm

Desert,

She enjoyed her free days

a

receipt

for

your

donation.

dreaming of her journey on canvas and

Please reach out to Flo at Promise Ranch

loving the time. Inspiration came from a

for more information or to discuss ordering

variety of areas.

one of these special paintings. Jay can

Her subjects include

animals, portraits, landscapes etc.

Her

paint one or more of your own horses,

current passion is painting horses. Her

Promise Ranch horses with your children

apartment

horse

riding, or any other special painting you

paintings! Now she would like to paint for

have longed to have - to treasure and hold

you and help Promise Ranch raise much

for years to come. All special requests will

needed funds at the same time! Please

be

is

filled

with

considered.

see prices below for oil paintings on
canvas:

50% deposit is required on all orders.
Flo can be reached at (303) 817-6531



8x10 "

$200 (The two horses

or Flo@prtr.org

pictured here is on an 8x10"
canvas and is on display at the

A significant portion of the money paid to

ranch)

Promise Ranch for your painting will go



9x12"

$350

toward the care and feeding of our beloved



12x16"

$500

horses. Thank you in advance for allowing



16x20"

$750



20x24"

$1100

us to present this special fundraiser.

Donation:
You can easily scan this bar code with your smartphone to donate via PayPal.

Volunteer with Promise Ranch:

We are always looking for motivated people who want to donate their time to our ranch.
Please

find

more

information

on

our

website:

https://www.prtr.org/volunteer/sign-up/

or send an email to volunteer@prtr.org.

Other opportunities to support Promise Ranch can be found here:
https://www.prtr.org/give-to-promise/

A

BIG THANK YOU

TO OUR SPONSORS

Annual Sponsor 2020:

Relief funding donation to care for
animals ($2500):

A SPECIAL THANKS to our
BOARD & VOLUNTEERS
working tirelessly behind the
scenes

A

BIG THANK YOU

TO OUR RECENT DONORS

Donation in "Honor of Lily"

James and Theresa Sanderson

Curt Schroeder

Jennifer & Rich Orr

James and Connie Clifford

Blair Wyles

Larry Bell

Bob & Kathy Nichols

Melissa Edelman

Suzan Vanderpool

Angela Reynolds

Lexie Gilbert

Sarla Thal
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