
  

 

 

With full speed into the second half of the year! 

We started our new therapy sessions on July 26 and are overwhelmed by the outstanding support we 

have received over the last few months. After an entire lock down of our facility due to COVID-19, we can 

thankfully look back to our first completed therapy session in June/July. We were able to hold over 40 

therapy classes per week with the support of our volunteers who have worked over 260 hours for our last 

session in June and July at Promise Ranch. Isn't that worth a shout out? 

Please follow our website at PRTR.ORG for more information. 

.   

 



 

 

Occupational Therapy at 

Promise Ranch 

- Story and photos provided by 

Andrea Buckler 

 

The importance of handwork for 

development: 

 

At Promise Ranch, one of the main 

focuses is to allow participants to explore 

environments that will help them develop 

the skills needed to be as independent as 

they can be! One of those skills is 

handwork! How many things do you do in 

a day that require use of your hands?! At 

Promise Ranch we offer hundreds of fun 

and unique opportunities to do just that! 

From art projects, to ranch chores, to 

animal care, our participants have ample 

opportunities to explore the tactile world 

around them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM PRTR 

  

Welcome Nickole, 

our new Adaptive Riding Instructor 

-  Story and photo provided by Nickole Aubuchon  

 

I started riding horses when I was 10 years old on a family camping trip to Yosemite. I never gave 

horses much thought before that, but I haven't been able to quit thinking about them since then. I 

showed hunter/jumpers as a teenager and worked as a wrangler on a dude ranch in California. I 

quit riding when I graduated high school and went into the Air Force where I spent the next ten 

years traveling all over the world. I wasn't around horses again until 2009 when I started 

volunteering at a therapeutic riding center for their veterans group. I was hooked from the first day. 

I volunteered, became a barn worker, moved on to training the therapy horses and got certified as 



 

an instructor in 2013. Nothing gives me more joy than being able to teach people how to gain 

confidence from horses. I currently own four horses. Three of them are retired therapy horses who 

are living the good life with me in Black Forest. I also have a dressage horse who I hope to 

compete, that I train and board in Larkspur. I am also a certified equine massage therapist. 

When I'm not with horses, I enjoy hiking, reading and spending time with my husband and dog. 

 

 

 

  

 

Nice to meet you, Clark   

- Story and photos provided by Lexie Gilbert 

 

Welcome Clark Kent to our herd! Clark is an 18 year old 

bay gelding, who is retired from show jumping. He is 

owned by Karen Stone, a Hunter/Jumper trainer based out 

of Parker. Clark is a gentle giant who loves being groomed, 

hanging out with people, and of course - getting told how 

handsome he is. Give him a neck scratch when you see 

him and he’ll love you forever.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Promise Ranch Shop 

- Story and photos provided by Flo Murray 

 

Promise Ranch Store Now Open on the premises - Logo'd Items for yourself, family and friends:  

  

Shirts $10 (in stock) 

Hats $15 (in stock, 4 different colors) 



 

Mugs $ 10 (very soon) 

Magnets $3 (very soon) 

  

We will soon also have an online store - where you can order any of the above and pick up at the 

store, or have it shipped to friends/family as a "Love Gift Basket" during these stressful times. 

 

If you are interested in buying any of these items 

please fill out the order forms at the ranch (front desk) or contact a staff member.  

 

A special Thank You to Merle Daniels for helping us set up the new Promise Ranch Store! 

 

 

      

 

  

We are so happy for you, Ace!   

- Story and photos provided by Gina Kuttrus 

 

For the Love of Aria, Inc. supports and promotes the emotional, mental, and physical health and 

well being of at-risk, rescue and EAAT horses. We offer rehabilitation both at the organization's 

facility as well as full care at our facility. Sometimes rehoming of these special horses is needed to 



 

fulfill our commitment to the highest level of wellness. We now also have a retirement sanctuary 

where these horses may live out their golden years with lots of love and grazing in green pastures. 

 

Ace is now with Dante in that sanctuary and their reunion was one of the most breathtaking 

moments in my horse life. We are so grateful to be able to provide a forever retirement home for 

these amazing boys who changed our lives in so many ways. 

 

Gina Kuttrus is the founder and board president for this nonprofit. 

Our daughter Abby rode at PRTR from 2014-2018.   

 

Image 1: Abby riding at Promise Ranch 2014/2015, Image 2: Ace at Promise Ranch 2016 

Image 3: Dec 24, 2019 when Dante came to live with us, Image 4: Ace & Dante reunited 

 

        

 

  

Jack & Kate at their new home   

- Story and photos provided by Theresa Sanderson 

 

Our beloved miniature donkeys, Jack and Kate, have begun a new and exciting chapter in their 

lives with PRTR rider Josiah and his family on their farm in Elizabeth! Not only will they receive 

much-deserved attention from Josiah, his brother and four sisters, but the donkeys will also get to 

spend more time pulling their cart! During their four years at Promise Ranch, our father-daughter 

duo delighted so many visitors with their diminutive size, long ears and sweet cuddles, and, oh yes, 

occasionally a little stubbornness mixed in for good measure. Riders, siblings, parents, volunteers 

and staff alike have enjoyed petting, grooming and walking Jack and Kate. They were the center of 

attention during summer camps and senior citizen days. They appeared in the Parker Carriage 

Parade, where they won a prize for best miniature entry, and they pulled many visitors in their cart 

during Promise Ranch events. Jack, 23, and Kate, 20, came to Colorado from Anchorage, Alaska. 

The Mediterranean donkeys were donated to PRTR by Victoria Wolcott, who now lives in Denver 

and came to ranch events to drive them with their cart. 

Thank you, Victoria, for sharing this amazing gift with us! 

We will miss Jack and Kate, but wish them great fun and green pastures as their new home! 

 



 

    

       

        

 

  

Head walker training for our volunteers 

"Ground handling & grooming"  

- Story and photos provided by Miriam Dudley 

 

On Saturday, July 25 we held a head walker training for our volunteers. The focus on this training 

was on ground handling and grooming. Lexie, our Equine and Facility Manager, explained different 

scenarios that arise when handling horses and gave a lot of helpful tips. Our volunteers learned 

how to properly get a horse in from the pasture, how to deal with difficult situations, as well as 

general ground handling techniques. The training ended with a grooming exercise and a FAQ. 

Every volunteer got the chance to practice everything they learned right away. 

Our head walker training always consists of five training sessions that every volunteer, who aims to 

become a head walker, has to attend. The five training sessions are: 

orientation & side walking, ground handling & grooming, basic horse anatomy, tacking & saddle 

fitting, and the final head walking training. If you are interested in becoming a head walker, please 



 

contact Miriam at volunteer@prtr.org.  

 

   

 

 

 

WHAT'S NEXT? 

  

Therapy Sessions 

 

Start new sessions: July 26 

Make Up week: Sept 14-19 

Break week: Sept 21-26 

  

Upcoming Volunteer Training 

  

NEW VOLUNTEERS: 

Orientation & Side Walker training for new volunteers:  

August 8, 01:30pm-03:00pm  

September 12, 01:30pm-03:00pm  

 

HEAD WALKER TRAINING:  

Ground handling & grooming training: 

August 8, 10:00am-11:00am or 

September 12, 10:00am-11:00am  

 

Head Walker class: 

August 22, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

mailto:volunteer@prtr.org


 

 

If you are interested in attending please sign up on VSP or send an email to volunteer@prtr.org. 

 

 

 

PEOPLE AT PRTR 

 

 

Volunteer of the Month July 

  

Congratulations to our Volunteer of the Month: 

Connie Clifford! 

 

Connie came to Promise Ranch about three years ago. She had her own horse when she was a 

kid and ever since enjoyed being around them. Even after all that time, she enjoys learning new 

things about horses every day - and you will see her at Promise Ranch almost every day! One of 

her favorite horses at the barn is Kola. She told us what she enjoys the most: that she got her 

husband Jim to come out and volunteer for Promise Ranch too, although he was never a horse 

person. Now Jim loves the work at the barn just as much as she does. 

Before she retired, Connie worked as a PTA (Physical Therapist Assistant) and now particularly 

likes the opportunity to be working with kids with special needs again.  

 

Here's why the Promise Ranch staff thinks Connie is great: 

 

Danielle (Occupational Therapy Manager) "Connie brings years of experience to our therapy 

sessions but yet she has a down to earth personality. She is extremely personable!  I love working 

with her!" 

 

Lexie (Equine & Facility Manager): "Getting to know Connie over my past year and a half at 

Promise has been a true pleasure. She constantly demonstrates not only her dedication to helping 

our clients but also loving and caring for our horses. Whenever Connie is head walking for a 

session, I know all involved are in the best possible hands." 

 

Miriam (Volunteer Coordinator): "Connie is an indispensable asset for Promise Ranch. I wish we 

had more volunteers like her. Connie is always there when we need help and is 1000% reliable. 

We are glad that you are a member of the Promise Ranch family, Connie." 

 

Kaity (Occupational Therapy Assistant): "Connie is always the first to offer a bright and smiling 

face, words of wisdom, or a reassuring glance when difficult situations arise. She is one of the 

mailto:volunteer@prtr.org


 

most dependable and fun volunteers I have had the pleasure of working with, and I look forward to 

many more hours to come.  

 

Andrea (Occupational Therapy Assistant): "Connie has been such a bright light in our hippotherapy 

program. She brings such a calming presence to our kids and horses alike! 

Thank you, Connie, for all you do! 

 

 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT 

  

Support us while shopping: 

It's SO easy to raise funds for Promise Ranch while you grocery shop, here's how:   

1) Follow this link:  

https://www.kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards 

2) Enter this code:  ND279 

3) Keep your own loyalty points! 

4) Benefit Promise Ranch! 

 

 

Donation: 

You can easily scan this bar code with your smartphone to donate via PayPal. 

https://prtr.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b531c7dc8c83aa2a3b5a4f3b&id=357d847053&e=021f81a883


 

 

 

Volunteer with Promise Ranch: 

We are always looking for motivated people who want to donate their time to our ranch. Please find 

more information on our website:  https://www.prtr.org/volunteer/sign-up/  

or send an email to volunteer@prtr.org. 

 

Other opportunities to support Promise Ranch  

can be found here: https://www.prtr.org/give-to-promise/ 

 

  

 

A BIG THANK YOU 

TO OUR SPONSORS 

  

 

include BOARD & VOLUNTEERS 

Shout out to our volunteers 

working tirelessly 

behind the scenes  

 

 

 

 

  

 

BARB LIKOS  

 

 

MIKE WHALEN  

 

  

Annual Sponsor 2020: 

 

Relief funding donation to care for 

animals ($2500): 

https://prtr.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b531c7dc8c83aa2a3b5a4f3b&id=04416b8096&e=021f81a883
mailto:volunteer@prtr.org
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Thank you for helping us set up the 

new Promise Ranch Store: 
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