Our Mission
Statement:
Promise Ranch helps our
clients to minimize
disability and maximize
ability through the
provision of safe, high
quality, and effective
equine assisted activities
and therapies.

COVID-19: A Letter from our Board
President
Dear Promise Ranch families, volunteers, and generous
supporters,
Wow! What an unexpected Spring!
We miss all of you and trust that each of you and your
families are well and safe at home as we wait together
for the end of COVID-19. Hopefully very soon we can

return to our jobs, schools, -- and the equine-assisted
activities and therapies at Promise Ranch that are so
very integral to our lives!

2020 PROMISE
RANCH SESSION
SCHEDULES:
**SCHEDULE SUBJECT
TO CHANGE**
SESSIONS CURRENTLY
PAUSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
SESSION 2:
Mar 16 - May 9
MAKE-UP WEEK:
May 10-16
Break Week for Horses:
May 17-24
SESSION 3:
May 26 - Jul 25
CLOSED May 25 for
Memorial Day
CLOSED Jul 4 for
Independence Day
MAKE-UP WEEK:
Jul 27-Aug 1
CAMP WEEK:
Jul 27-Jul 31
Break Week for Horses:
Aug 2-9
SESSION 4:
Aug 10 - Oct 3

Promise Ranch is following the CDC guidelines and
updates and responding to the situation as it unfolds.
Care of animals and livestock is an essential service and
is therefore exempt from the stay-at-home order. Horses
are also not at risk for contracting or spreading the virus.
Staff members Brynn Zajkowski and Kaity Glicini are
continuing to exercise our horses, and Lexi and Marcie
are keeping the stalls clean.
We have postponed our HelloSpring! fundraiser but we
are planning something even bigger and better for the
family-friendly and community events still to come. A big
shout-out to Developmental Pathways for their
sponsorship of $500! Thank you!!
If you are able to give financially at this critical time ,
please click https://tinyurl.com/donateprtr -- this link
accepts PayPal, Credit Card, and Debit Card. You may
also send a check to: Promise Ranch, PO Box 545,
Franktown CO 80116. If you have any questions, please
email fundraising@prtr.org. Thank you so much for your
kind consideration.
Our Board of Directors and staff, grant writing and
finance team, fundraising team, digital marketing team,
and event planning team are moving forward with fresh
excitement and dedication to continue the dreams and
visions of Promise Ranch and to continue
#keepingthepromise and the Light that we all hold in our
hearts.Thank you each one! I could not serve without
you.
Stay tuned and stay connected -- just as soon as we are
cleared to re-open, the horses will be more than ready to
give kisses and hugs!
In the meantime, please follow us at
facebook.com/promiseranchtherapeuticriding/ where we
are posting frequent updates along with photos of the
animals. We would love to see your photos and posts as
well!

CLOSED Sep 7 for Labor
Day
MAKE-UP WEEK:
Oct 5-10

Warmly,
Melissa Edelman
Board President
melissa@prtr.org

Break Week for Horses:
Oct 11-18
SESSION 5:
Oct 19 - Dec 12
CLOSED Nov 26-28 for
Thanksgiving Break
MAKE-UP WEEK:
Dec 14-19
Break Weeks for Horses:
Dec 20 - Jan 2

Shop Amazon Smile and
support PRTR without
spending an extra dime!
Same Amazon account,
same prices, bigger
results.
Go to smile.amazon.com.
When prompted to select
your charitable
organization, type in
"Promise Ranch
Therapeutic Riding" to
benefit PRTR.

Cinnamon and Lily, Winter
2016

THANK YOU
GENEROUS
SPONSORS:

Rider Spotlight: Aiden Chavez

"Comet really 'sees' me. I do not need to
see my school counselor as often
anymore."
Aiden is a bright and talented 7th grader at Parker
Performing Arts School. He loves the outdoors, video
games, choreography and dance, classical, pop, jazz,
rock, and--miniature donkeys! Now, Aiden has added a
new passion: horseback riding!
In the Fall of 2019, Aiden's mom, Loretta, heard about
Promise Ranch through the Super Friends of
Parker Facebook Group, and Aiden joined our ranch
family soon after. He began his riding lessons with
PATH Int'l Certified Instructor Brynn Zajkowski, and
most importantly--with Comet--our half-draft horse with a
heart the size to match that of Aiden.

In this short amount of time, Aiden has discovered the
saddle to be a stress-free zone. Riding horseback is
something that is "all his." And yet something shared as
a team.

"Here I am asking a 1,000 lb horse to go
where I would like him to go, and he's
doing it. I have 'control.' We're doing it
together."
The connection he shares with Comet allows him to feel
confident and at ease, in a world that so often feels

outside of his control. He finds that he is able to
concentrate and channel his energies into a level of
focus he had not found before.

"Comet helps me channel my anxiety into
energies that help me."
Aiden has combined his own gentle inner strength and
brilliant mind with that of his horse at such a level that he
can carry this imprint of self-regulation with him
throughout the week, continue to develop curiosity
towards variables in life, and he is subsequently working
his school counselor out of a job!
Aiden wants to be sure all the kids in Douglas County
know Promise Ranch is the place to get a leg up!

"I want to give back to Promise Ranch."
Aiden, we think you just did. Thank you, friend!

MIKE WHALEN

Aiden lives in Parker, Colorado with his
parents, Mike and Loretta, his brother
Gabriel, his bunny MollyLops and his dogs
Daisy (a chihuahua), and Bella (a minischnauzer). When he grows up he would like
to have his own ranch to take care of,
complete with miniature donkeys!
Photos and story used by permission.

I Want to Give Too! Where Can I Start?

Give Online:
This link accepts PayPal,
Credit Cards, Debit Cards
tinyurl.com/donateprtr
Facebook Pay
Sponsor a Horse
In-Kind Donations
We also accept salable
saddles, tack, boots, outfits
Corporate Volunteer Days

RK ELECTRIC

ANONYMOUS
DONOR:
SPONSORING
LILY

February Volunteer of the Month: Marty
Brej
When Marty moved to Colorado last year, he searched
online for a therapeutic riding center where he could
volunteer, but ended up being referred to us by word-ofmouth -- and was so excited that we took volunteers!

He has found Promise Ranch so welcoming to people
who want to contribute. Mike and Jim are fantastic
teammates on those early Saturday mornings, ready to
help in any way. Brynn coaches him with individual
horses, finding what works.

"It wasn't until I started volunteering here
that I felt like Colorado was home."
Lucky is his favorite horse, one he has found to be
"super chill," while some other horses have been more
of a challenge. Brynn has provided the support to allow
him further his skills with the higher energy horses, and
that is a great feeling! He learns something new every
time he comes, and works hard. (Editor's note: Have
you seen him tirelessly shoveling snow??!)

"It feels good to go home tired."
THE
VANDERPOOL
FAMILY:
SPONSORING
ACE

He loves helping kids and observing each rider
advance their skills. He knows riders come here for
important stuff and wants all the parents to know; "We
(volunteers) are passionate about keeping your kids
safe while the therapists do their job--we are here to
support that positive experience."
Speaking of learning new things, super-star volunteer
Chris Vanderpool is teaching Marty about our chickens,
aka The Flockers, and he was thrilled to watch his first
egg-laying a few weeks ago. (If you have not witnessed
this miracle, it is something you should ask Chris about
too!)
Marty also learned from Chris that we have a hen who
lays her eggs only in Magellan's hay box, and in all
these years, Magellan has never once broken one of her
eggs. This is just one of the special stories you can
discover at Promise Ranch.

Marty is a Colorado transplant from
Monterrey, CA where he and his family
volunteered with therapeutic riding at the old
cavalry base both during and after the lifechanging benefits his children experienced
through horses. When his software job
relocated him to Denver, it was the most
natural thing for him to look for a local
therapeutic riding center where he could
contribute his time and experience.

SPECIAL NEEDS
PLANNING PARTNERS
medelman@financialguide.com

Welcome New
Board Member:
Our Board of
Directors:
Melissa Edelman,
Board President
melissa@prtr.org
Blair Wyles,
Board Vice President
blair@prtr.org
Alicia Engebretson,
Board Secretary,
Fundraising Chair
alicia@prtr.org
fundraising@prtr.org
Mark Meyer,
Bookkeeper
accounting@prtr.org
Marty Brej,
Treasurer
accounting@prtr.org
Mindy Smith, DVM, cVMA
Member at Large
drsmith@ironhorseequine.

Jenny Hanson
jendhanson@gmail.com
ReMax Accord Realtor /
Broker Associate at
RE/MAX

"I was born in Kansas, grew up in the San Luis Valley
and Denver, returning to Colorado in 2004 after
spending a brief but enjoyable period of time living in
The South (Kentucky and Georgia). My parents were
both in education. They raised my brother and I to know
the importance of community, the importance of helping
others, and the importance of doing so while living our
own dream. I married my high school sweetheart in
2008. We spent our first years immersed in the military
lifestyle. My husband served 13 years with the Colorado
Army National Guard, seeing active duty in Iraq, before
returning to Colorado and achieving his dream to be a
firefighter.
"We live in Elizabeth and have two beautiful young
children who we are honored to be able to raise in this
wonderful community. On our ranch we enjoy riding our
retired therapy horses as well as breeding prize winning
cattle. Seeing our kids light up when they care for the

net
Greg Overton,
Member at Large
greg@prtr.org
Jenny Hanson,
Member at Large
jendhanson@gmail.com
Noanie Sullivan,
Member at Large
noanie@prtr.org
Jeff Edelman,
Member at Large
jredel@earthlink.net

animals they are helping to raise, seeing their passion
while doing so, and knowing they are learning life skills,
brings us joy. They are learning the lessons our parents
taught us.
"I have been a Realtor since 2011, finding my home with
Re/Max Accord in Elizabeth. I love the opportunities this
career provides for me to connect with the community,
and more importantly, to give back. My real estate
business has always been based on referrals, run very
personally, naturally, in a structured but approachable
manner. These principles are integral to how I want to
live as a community member. Being a military wife, and
now a first responder rife, I feel it is my responsibility,
privilege, and honor to give back to the community and
support its citizens. I am really looking forward to being
part of such a wonderful organization, an organization
that provides the opportunity to heal, teach, and improve
lives."

Our Staff:
Jamie Mondrow
Clinical Manager
Jamie@prtr.org
720-314-4339
Suzanne Opp
Adaptive Riding Coordinator,
Volunteer Coordinator
Suzanne@prtr.org
Sharon Tiraschi
Certified Instructor
Sharon@prtr.org
Brynn Zajkowski
Certified Instructor
Brynn@prtr.org
Danielle Braman, OT
Danielle@prtr.org
Sarita Parikh, PT

Outpatient Services
Occupational and Speech Therapy,
Music Therapy and Counseling
Services available with individual
and group treatment for all ages and
their families.
Call: 303-817-6531
prtr.org/therapy-programs/

Sarita@prtr.org
Leigh Leger, OT
Leigh@prtr.org
Jill Carlson, SLP
Jill@prtr.org
Jessica Gates, SLP
Jessica@prtr.org
Lexie Gilbert
Barn Manager
Lexie@prtr.org
602-999-9471

Sponsoring a Horse
If you would like to join in
the awesome opportunity of
partnering with our equine
friends by sponsoring their
care at any level, the
following link will walk you
through that process: How
to Sponsor a Horse. While
this registration form is
geared somewhat towards
companies, individuals are
more than welcome to
sponsor a favorite!

Andrea Buckler, OTA
Andrea@prtr.org
Kaity Glicini, OTA
kaity@prtr.org
Heather Raine, OTA
Heather@prtr.org
Liz Sweeney, SLPA
Liz@prtr.org
Courtney Young, SLPA
Courtney@prtr.org

Newsletter Photos:
Credits to our Volunteer
Photography Team, Shetland
Pony and Donkeys'
Mom, Detective Petite
Pober, Conditioning Team

Members, PRTR Editors &
Ranch Staff, Public Domain, and
Promise Ranch Families.

It's SO easy to raise funds for Promise
Ranch while you grocery shop, here's
how:
1) follow this link:
https://www.kingsoopers.com/topic/kingsoopers-community-rewards
2) enter this code: ND279
3) keep your own loyalty points!
4) benefit Promise Ranch!

Newsletter
Submissions?
If you have stories or photos you
would like to submit to the PRTR
Newsletter, please email

https://carshelpingcharities.org/about/

newsletter@prtr.org or use our online
testimonials submission form.

Promise Ranch is now partnered with Cars Helping
Charities. The organization is a local Castle Rock
business and accepts most vehicles in any condition,
including trucks, SUVs, RVs, campers, motorcycles,
scooters, mopeds and some boats.
Cars Helping Charities will take your vehicle to
auction and Promise Ranch receives 75% of the
actual proceeds. The donor gets a 100% tax write-off
of the sale price.
It's a very easy process and a great method to help
Promise Ranch if you have a car you want to handle in
this way. We've already had one donation and the
proceeds will help cover some important membership
fees!

Promise Ranch is partnering with Westerra Credit
Union, westerracu.com, a local not-for-profit financial
cooperative.
Westera will donate $52.80 to Promise Ranch for any
loan, savings or checking account opened at the
credit union (with the exception of an adult share /
savings account). Just mention Promise Ranch as
the community organization you would like the

funds directed to.
Westerra will issue a check to our program quarterly.
Westerra is the school district credit union for Jeffco
Public Schools, Denver Public Schools and Douglas
County Schools, and works closely with other schools
throughout the Denver metro area.
Originally organized by teachers, Westerra is committed
to financial education through making presentations in
classrooms, providing grants to schools and helping
students and families learn money management skills.
Building upon customer loyalty, the credit union
launched a 5280 Program which donates funds
to school sports/activities and community
organizations for new accounts attributed to their
efforts. This is one way that they can direct more funds
to programs and activities that might not otherwise be
possible.
Thank you Westerra Credit Union!

