
 

 
 

 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

  

"Promise Ranch helps our clients to minimize disability 

and maximize ability through the provision of safe, high 

quality, and effective equine assisted activities and 

therapies." 
 

 

 

 

 

Kathi Pober was 

recognized as 2019 

Volunteer of the Year 

during our volunteer 

recognition and holiday 

party on December 15th. 

Kathi is well known as a 

capable liaison for our 

community service 

projects, a gentle horse 

handler, and a cleaning 

and organizing machine. 

But with all of that, Kathi is 

best known for her 

  

  

2020 PROMISE 

RANCH SESSION 

SCHEDULES: 

**SCHEDULE 

SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE** 

 

SESSION 1:  

Jan 6 - Feb 29 

 

MAKE-UP WEEK:  

Mar 1-7 

 

Break Week for Horses: 

Mar 8-15 

 

SESSION 2: 

Mar 16 - May 9 

 

MAKE-UP WEEK:  

May 10-16 

 

Break Week for Horses: 
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willingness to stop what 

she is doing and genuinely 

listen to you! She is a true 

friend!   

 

 

  

Volunteers are the Heart of Promise 

  

In the first 10 months of 2019, 161 volunteers 

gave 6,846 hours of their time handling horses 

and donkeys, as well as quietly working behind 

the scenes to make Promise Ranch a place for 

healing, growth and friendship, creating small 

miracles for our riders. 

 

There are some volunteers we would like to 

especially recognize both for their commitment to 

Promise Ranch and for the significant time they 

donated January-October:  

 

50 hours+ 

Marjorie Bezdek, Jeff Courtney, David Harper, 

Kyla Lauretti, Mackenzie Levine, Dylan McGowan, 

Susi Morrison, Suzanne Opp, Donnie Reinhart, 

Noanie Sullivan, Jill Taylor, Cole Thompson, 

Courtney Young, and Dylan Zarlengo 

 

100 hours+ 

Kimberly Gillan, Ellen Green, Debbie Kennedy, 

Crista Lee, Mary Ann Murphy, Linda Noland 

 

200 hours+ 

Betty Berry, Connie Clifford, Jim Clifford, Ainé 

Daveed, Robyn Lee 

 

400 hours+ 

Kathi Pober, Theresa Sanderson, Chris 

Vanderpool, Mike Whalen 

 

May 17-24 

 

SESSION 3: 

May 26 - Jul 25 

CLOSED May 25 for 

Memorial Day 

CLOSED Jul 4 for 

Independence Day 

 

MAKE-UP WEEK: 

Jul 27-Aug 1 

 

CAMP WEEK:  

Jul 27-Jul 31 

 

Break Week for Horses: 

Aug 2-9 

 

SESSION 4: 

Aug 10 - Oct 3 

CLOSED Sep 7 for 

Labor Day 

 

MAKE-UP WEEK: 

Oct 5-10 

 

Break Week for Horses: 

Oct 11-18 

 

SESSION 5: 

Oct 19 - Dec 12 

CLOSED Nov 26-28 for 

Thanksgiving Break 

 

MAKE-UP WEEK: 

Dec 14-19 

 

Break Weeks for 

Horses: 

Dec 20 - Jan 2 

 

  

 



There were 7,767 total hours given by Promise 

Ranch Volunteers during 2019!!!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Whoa Partner! Have You 

Checked the Flag Color 

Today?  

 

Green Flag -- We are having a 

peaceful day; proceed as normal.  

 

 

 

 

Yellow Flag -- We are a bit excited 

today; if you are newer to the ranch 

or uncertain handling horses, please 

ask for help getting horses from 

turnouts.  

 

 

 

 

 

Red Flag -- We are having a very 

exciting horse day! It is mandatory 

for ALL volunteers to have help 

taking horses to or from turnouts.   

 

 

 

The flags will be displayed each day right 

next to the class schedule board in the 

shop.  

  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

GENEROUS 

SPONSORS:  
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Volunteer Spotlight:  Charissa Malone  

 

Charissa joined our Volunteer Team in August of 2019 

and loves sharing in the rich learning environment 

offered at the ranch -- a place where everyone has the 

opportunity to make friends with horses, donkeys, and 

chickens, riders, volunteers, and staff while exploring 

brain, mind and body synchronization. 

 

She has particularly valued the kindness and skill with 

which our therapy horses reach out to our riders, 

especially in times of transition and change, respecting 

each individual relationship:  for example, Ace offering 

an extra level of understanding to riders during Dante's 

transition to retirement.  

 

While volunteering at Promise Ranch these past six 

months and integrating volunteer hours into her senior 

year, Charissa has found that she is more productive 

overall and is excelling at time management, -- and as a 

busy (and employed!) high-schooler, that is something to 

be very proud of! 

 

Charissa is excited to see how her time at Promise will 

help shape her future, demonstrating how her passions 

and skills fit together, while deepening her love of 

learning and appreciation of the uniqueness and 

differences we each bring to the world. 
 

 

 

MIKE WHALEN  

 

  

 

  

  

RK ELECTRIC  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

CHRIS 

VANDERPOOL  

 

  

  

ANONYMOUS 

DONORS  
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Charissa lives in Castle Rock, Colorado with 

her family and her horse, Peppy. She has 
been accepted to CSU Pueblo where she will 

pursue a Business Degree while still finding 
time to breathe in horses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all of you, Promise 

Ranch was recognized by Great Non-

Profits as a 2019 Top-Rated Non-

Profit! Thank you!! 

You may read reviews at the following 

link and add your own reviews:  

-https://greatnonprofits.org/org/promise

 riding-therapeutic-ranch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dante received a very 

special Christmas gift this 

year as he entered a new 

chapter of life in retirement! 

After nickering a sweet 

goodbye to Ace, he took a 

trailer ride to Alley Cat 

Equine and joined the 

Kuttrus family there. Gina 

Kuttrus' dream with Alley 

Cat Equine and Rehab is to 

provide a mindful approach 

to horses. Dante is settling 

in well at his new home!  

  

  

Our Board of 

Directors: 

 

Melissa Edelman 

Board President 

melissa@prtr.org 

 

Blair Wyles 

Board Vice President 

blair@prtr.org 

 

Alicia Engebretson 

Board Secretary 

licia@prtr.orga 

 

Mindy Smith, DVM, 

cVMA 

Member at Large 

drsmith@ironhorseequi

ne.net 

 

Greg Overton 

Member at Large 

greg@prtr.org 

 

Jamie Mondrow 

Member at Large 

jamie@prtr.org 

 

Jenny Hanson 

Member at Large 
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If you would like to share a 

story of how Dante touched 

your life personally, email 

. newsletter@prtr.org 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thank you to Super 

Friends of Parker for 

helping provide an 

outpatient therapy area, 

and thank you to the 

Autism Community 

Store for assistance in 

obtaining supplies for this 

area! You are awesome!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outpatient Services 

Occupational and Speech 

Therapy, Music Therapy 

and Counseling Services 

available with individual 

and group treatment for all 

ages and their families. 

Call:  303-817-6531 

 programs/-/therapyprtr.org 

 

 

 

 

jendhanson@gmail.com 

 

Noanie Sullivan 

Member at Large 

e@prtr.orgnoani 

 

Jeff Edelman 

Member at Large 

jredel@earthlink.net 

 

  

  

Our Staff: 

 

Jamie Mondrow 

Clinical Manager 

Jamie@prtr.org 

720-314-4339 

 

Suzanne Opp 

Adaptive Riding 

Coordinator, 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Suzanne@prtr.org 

 

Sharon Tiraschi 

Certified Instructor 

Sharon@prtr.org 

 

Brynn Zajkowski 

Certified Instructor 

Brynn@prtr.org 

 

Danielle Braman 

Occupational Therapist 

Danielle@prtr.org 

 

Sarita Parikh  

Physical Therapist 

Sarita@prtr.org 

 

Leigh Leger 
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The Douglas County 

Community Foundation 

(DCCF) was created to 

help preserve and enrich 

the quality of life through 

consolidated efforts in 

Douglas County.  

 

 

Douglas County Gives is a 

program of the DCCF 

dedicated to promoting 

many wonderful 

organizations and people 

doing good work to serve 

the community and 

beyond.  

 

 

 

Douglas County Gives increases awareness of this 

work, and provides an opportunity for residents to "Give 

Where You Live." They have put together an awesome 

Give Where You  video titled

https://youtu.be/oskqn3BAoP0 :Live 

 

a member of this Promise Ranch is proud to be 

http://www.douglascountygives.net/member association.

  directory.html-ship 

  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU for your generosity during Colorado Gives 

Day, helping Promise Ranch obtain a piece of the one 

million dollar prize! We were able to raise $4,890 for 

Promise Ranch! 
 

 

 

Occupational Therapist 

Leigh@prtr.org 

 

Jill Carlson 

Speech Language 

Pathologist 

Jill@prtr.org 

 

Jessica Gates 

Speech Language 

Pathologist 

Jessica@prtr.org 

 

Lexie Gilbert 

Barn Manager 

Lexie@prtr.org 

602-999-9471 

 

Andrea Buckler 

Occupational 

Therapy Assistant 

Andrea@prtr.org 

 

Heather Raine 

Occupational 

Therapist Assistant 

Heather@prtr.org 

 

Liz Sweeney 

Speech Language 

Pathologist Assistant 

Liz@prtr.org 

 

Courtney Young 

Speech Language 

Pathologist Assistant 

Courtney@prtr.org 
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Shop Amazon Smile and 

support PRTR without 

spending an extra dime! 

Same Amazon account, 

same prices, bigger results. 

 .smile.amazon.com Go to 

When prompted to select 

your charitable 

organization, type "Promise 

Ranch Therapeutic Riding" 

to benefit PRTR. 

 

 

 

Because of you, Promise Ranch received a $58.46 

donation from AmazonSmile last quarter.   

  

 

 

 

 

A special thank you 

to Murdoch's of Castle 

Rock, who partnered with 

us this holiday season to 

gather supplies and collect 

donations for the ranch 

from their patrons. They 

also supplemented the 

donations with a $250 store 

gift card! 

Thank you, Murdochs!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poncho got his Christmas 

wish -- due to the support of 
his loving and supportive fan 

club and the skillful veterinary 
care of Dr. Smith -- when he 

moved out of the Barn and 
into a Paddock. Pictured here 

he is enjoying a visit from 
Amy. 

 
He has also been cleared to 

begin light work in the 
program again! Way to go 
Poncho! Donations for his 
care can still be received 

http://tinyurl.com/getwellpon at
. cho 
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It's SO easy to raise funds for Promise 

Ranch while you grocery shop, here's 

how: 

1) follow this link:  

-https://www.kingsoopers.com/topic/king

rewards-community-soopers 

2) enter this code:  ND279 

3) keep your own loyalty points! 

4) benefit Promise Ranch!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wyatt Bradfield (Troop 854) 

completed the final Eagle Scout project 

of 2019. He expanded our existing 

signage with 16 additional crisp new 

signs! He also designed a large 

laminated map for the property. We are 

very appreciative of Wyatt’s contributions 

as they will benefit all programs available 

at Promise Ranch!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our New Red Roof  

We are loving our new red roofing, 

protecting our arena, barns, and 

shelters. Thank you to Celtic Roofing 

for the installation. And thanks to all 

of you for your patience through all 

of the weather delays during this 

process! If you have any remaining 
 

  

  

 

 

 

Photos of our Herd: 

Credits to our Volunteer 

Photography Team & Staff. All 

photos were used by 

permission.  

  

 

 

 

Newsletter 

Submissions?  

If you have stories or photos you 

PRTR  would like to submit to the

 Newsletter, please email

 or use our newsletter@prtr.org

online testimonials submission 

   .form 
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scheduling questions, please email 

. suzanne@prtr.org 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome New Additions to Our Herd 

 

  

 

 

Kola is a 12-year-old 

Kiger Mustang who was 

gathered in Oregon. Kola is 

owned by Kaitlyn 

Glicini and she has "been 

there and done that," 

whether running drills for 

the Westernaires, trail 

rides, reining, jumping, 

barrel racing... the list goes 

on and on. Kola loves 

children and aims to please 

in all she does. She's so 

happy to be at Promise 

Ranch!     

 

 

 

 

Lucky is a 15-year-old 

friendly and curious QH 

leased to Promise Ranch 

by Aubrey Jones. When he 

is not playing in the mud, 

he can be seen making 

friends with horses and 

humans alike while 

demonstrating incredible 

sensitivity and intuition 

working with our riders and 

therapy teams. He has 

seen plenty of excitement 

mailto:suzanne@prtr.org


in his life, ranging from 

escaping a kill pen in Texas 

to being shown by his 

owner/trainer, while riding 

trail remains his favorite 

pastime.   

 

 

 

 

Gypsy Mambo 

is a beautiful 17-year-old 

Grade with double facial 

whorls, an air of mystique, 

and a past career as a 

carriage horse. She is a 

recent adoption from 

Harmony Equine Center 

and is a beneficiary of The 

Right Horse Initiative. Most 

impressive upon her 

evaluation was how 

attentive she was to her 

rider. We are excited to see 

how she partners with our 

program!  

 

 

 

 

Snip, also known as 

Snippa Dee Bar is a 

12-year-old registered paint 

mare with the uncommon 

“medicine hat” pattern. Her 

face and head is white 

except for a black “cap” 

and dark ears. In Indian 

lore of the old west, the 

black “shield” on her chest 

makes her rider invincible. 

Aside from the legend, 

Snip’s gentle demeanor 

and calm disposition is 

what keeps her riders and 

handlers safe. She adores 



children, has ridden in the 

Elizabeth Stampede Grand 

Entry, is very well-

mannered, and is happy to 

be contributing to the 

Promise Ranch mission.  

 

 

 

 

  

Missed the Gourmet Cookie Dough 

Sale? 

Don't worry...we've got you covered! With a stable 

shelf life and delicious flavors to choose from, 

these cookies will remain crowd pleasers any time 

of the year. During your next visit to the ranch, 

select from the varieties in stock located in the 

refrigerator and put $10 per tub in Alicia's mailbox. 

Thank you!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  https://carshelpingcharities.org/about/ 

 

Promise Ranch is now partnered with Cars Helping 

Charities. The organization is a local Castle Rock 

business and accepts most vehicles in any condition, 

including trucks, SUVs, RVs, campers, motorcycles, 

scooters, mopeds and some boats. The organization 

takes the vehicle to auction and Promise Ranch receives 

75% of the actual proceeds. The donor gets a 100% tax 

write-off of the sale price. It's a very easy process and a 

great method to help Promise Ranch if you have a car 

you want to handle in this way. We've already had one 

donation and the proceeds will help cover some 

important membership fees for next year!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Promise Ranch is partnering with Westerra Credit Union,

profit financial -for-, a local notwesterracu.com

cooperative that exists to serve members. Westerra is 

Jeffco Public  the school district credit union for

Douglas County  and Denver Public Schools ,Schools

, and works closely with other schools Schools

throughout the Denver metro area.  

 

Originally organized by teachers, Westerra is committed 

to financial education through making presentations in 

classrooms, providing grants to schools and helping 
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students and families learn money management skills. 

Building upon customer loyalty, the credit union 

launched a 5280 Program which donates funds 

to school sports/activities and community 

organizations for new accounts attributed to their 

efforts. This is one way that they can direct more funds 

to programs and activities that might not otherwise be 

possible. 

 

The $52.80 donation is given to the group requested, for 

any loan, savings or checking account opened at the 

credit union (with the exception of an adult share / 

savings account).  Westerra will issue a check to our 

program quarterly. When we open an account, we 

should mention the community organization we would 

like the funds directed to.  
 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

MOVING FORWARD WITH 

MOMENTUM! 

  

 

 

 

Coury (short for Courage) would also like to wish 

everyone a Happy New Year! He is so happy to see his 

friends returning to the ranch, the awesome puzzles 

donated by The Puzzle Lady, and the fully-stocked 

coffee station! 

 



 

During the quiet break, he was busy enjoying his new 

condo (that had been set up for him with help from our 

own Mike Whalen), while in his spare time -- he was 

quietly keeping Suzanne's desk clean and organized! 

Thank you, Coury! 
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