
 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement: 
"Promise Ranch helps our clients to minimize disability 
and maximize ability through the provision of safe, high 
quality, and effective equine assisted activities and 

therapies." 
 

  

What's in the News with Poncho? 

Poncho is steadily improving and hopes to re-

join the riding program for our January session. 

Join Colorado Gives on Tuesday December 10 

and help 

http://tinyurl.com/getwellponcho  Poncho: 

 

  

 

  

 

December 10th 
Colorado Gives 1.5 

Million Matching 
Incentive  

 

  

2019 Session 

Calendar 

  

:Session 5 

Make-up weeks: December 9-

21 

Break weeks: December 23- 

January 5, 2020 
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Get Well Poncho  

 

 

  

Our Board of 

Directors: 

 

Melissa Edelman 

Board President 

 

Blair Wyles 

Board Vice President 

 

Alicia Engebretson 

Board Secretary 

 

Cathy Ciacio 

Board Treasurer 

 

Mindy Smith, DVM, cVMA 

Member at Large 

 

Greg Overton 

Member at Large 

 

Jamie Mondrow 

Member at Large 

 

Jenny Hanson 

Member at Large 

 

Noanie Sullivan 

Member at Large 

 

Jeff Edelman 

Member at Large 

 

  

  

Our Staff: 

 

Jamie Mondrow 
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We Are So Thankful to Jake Reynolds 

(Scout Troop 845), and the eight Rock Canyon 

High School seniors who have served with us 

this Fall season! 

 

Take a look at what they were able to achieve on 

page! Special Projects our 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Thanks RK Electric!  
They donated $5,000 to 
Promise Ranch in honor of 
their veterans this past month. 

 
L to R:  Board Member Jenny 
Hanson, Board President, 
Melissa Edelman, Kirk Petry of 
RK Electrical, and of course, 
Patchie, our Public Relations 

Specialist, in the foreground!  

 

 

 

How Can You 
Help?  

 
Please see the sidebar for many 
great ideas for how you can help 
Promise Ranch programs. 
Thank you for referring your 
friends to us. Here is the volunteer 
registration link: 

 
-https://www.prtr.org/volunteer/sign

up/ 
 

 
 

 

Clinical Manager 

Jamie@prtr.org 

720-314-4339 

 

Suzanne Opp 

Adaptive Riding Coordinator, 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Suzanne@prtr.org 

 

Sharon Tiraschi 

Certified Instructor 

Sharon@prtr.org 

 

Brynn Zajkowski 

Certified Instructor 

Brynn@prtr.org 

 

Danielle Braman 

Occupational Therapist 

Danielle@prtr.org 

 

Sarita Parikh  

Physical Therapist 

Sarita@prtr.org 

 

Leigh Leger 

Occupational Therapist 

Leigh@prtr.org 

 

Andrea Buckler 

Occupational 

Therapy Assistant 

Andrea@prtr.org 

 

Heather Raine 

Occupational 

Therapist Assistant 

Heather@prtr.org 

 

Jill Carlson 

Speech Language Pathologist 

Jill@prtr.org 

 

Jessica Gates 
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Welcome Penny Pony, the newest 

member of our herd. Penny came to us at the 

end of August, and has slowly worked into the 

program. She loves her riders and is beginning 

to really settle in. She has become best friends 

with Willow, and they take turns standing watch 

while the other naps. She also enjoys playing tag 

with Paradise in her spare time. 

 

  

 

  

 

Speech Language Pathologist 

Jessica@prtr.org 

 

Liz Sweeney 

Speech Language Pathologist 

Assistant 

Liz@prtr.org 

 

Courtney Young 

Speech Language Pathologist 

Assistant 

Courtney@prtr.org 

 

Lexie Gilbert 

Barn Manager 

Lexie@prtr.org 

602-999-9471 

 

  

  

Volunteer 

of the Month*: 

 

September 2019:   

Rancher Jeff 

 

October 2019: 

Crista Lee 

 

November 2019: 

Kathi Pober 

 

Please stop by the front 

desk to claim your 

prizes!  

 

*Names are drawn at 

random from those 

nominated.  
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Meet Willow, our awesome cattle-horse from 

Kremmling, who joined our herd in July of this 

year. Willow has demonstrated a gentle soul, 

deeply valuing the horse-human connection. 

She also has a very smooth gait, which many of 

our riders have come to love, as well as being 

naturally gifted in art therapy! She enjoyed her 

first carrot last month! 

 

  

 

  

 

Honorable Mentions: 

 

Emily Thompson, Goat-

head-weed Enemy 

#1 Betty Berry, Rock 

Canyon Girls, Mike 

Whalen, David Harper, 

Connie Clifford, Chris 

Vanderpool, Theresa 

Sanderson, Mary Ann 

Murphy, Jim Clifford. 

 

  

 

Click here to 
Nominate December 
2019 Volunteer of the 

Month  

 

  

How Can You 

Help? 

 

  

 

Christmas Wreaths 
to Benefit PRTR Use 

Code: 
PromisCO001  Perso

n: Alicia 
Engebretson  

 

 

Gourmet Classics 
Cookie Dough - 
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Outpatient Services Now Available 

 

Occupational and Speech Therapy, 

Music Therapy and Counseling Services! 

 

Individual and Group treatment for all ages and 

6531 for -817-303 their families. No wait list. Call

programs/-prtr.org/therapy information. 

 

Take a look at the photos and information below 

featuring our newest staff members who will help 

to make these new programs happen at the 

ranch. 

 

  

available for 
purchase at the 

Ranch (while 
supplies last); $11 

each. Self-
Service. Leave a 
check in Alicia's 

box.   

 

 

Link your King 
Soopers Card with 
Promise Ranch and 
help us raise up to 
5% of every dollar 

you spend   

 

 

  

 

Douglas County 
Gives: Give Where 

You Live  

 

 

  

 

PRTR is now 
partnering with 
Westerra Credit 
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Jill Carlson is a speech 

language pathologist (SLP) 
who recently moved to 
Colorado from Chicago where 
she earned her master's 
degree in Communication 
Disorders from Governors 
State University.  
Jill enjoys hiking and camping 
with her family.  

read more 

 

 

 

 

Leigh Leger is an 

Occupational Therapist with a 
degree from Ohio State 
University. She has more than 
15 years experience working 
with people with various 
neurological impairments in a 
variety of settings. 
She recently moved to 
Colorado from Texas and said 
she enjoys the cooler weather, 
beautiful scenery and wildlife. 

read more 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Opp is our 

adaptive riding coordinator and 
volunteer coordinator. She 
holds a PATH International 
designation of Equine 
Specialist in Mental Health and 
Learning, an EAGALA 
certification as an Equine 
Specialist, and Healing Touch 
for Animals (HTA) practitioner.  

read more 

 

 

 

Union: WCU Donates 
$52.80 to PRTR for 
each new account. 

Must mention 
Promise Ranch 

Therapeutic Riding  

 

 

Shop at 
AmazonSmile and 

select Promise 
Ranch as your 

charity  

 

 

Would you like to 
share your story with 

us? Click here  

 

 

eBay offers a credit 
on their fees when 
you give to charity  

 

 

Please consider us 
when employers or 
other organizations 
offer to match your 
year-end donation.   
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Heather Raine is a 

certified occupational therapy 
assistant (OTA). She has 20-
plus years experience. 
Heather enjoys crafting, as well 
as exploring Colorado with her 
husband and two dogs. 

read more 

 

 

 

 

Liz Sweeney: As a 

speech language pathologist 
assistant (SLPA), Liz is 
pursuing her master's degree 
to become a speech language 
pathologist (SLP). 
When Liz is not working or 
studying, she enjoys 
backpacking, fly fishing, yoga 
and reading. 

read more 

 

 

 

 

Courtney Young is a 

SLPA studying for her master's 
in speech language pathology 
at UNC. She has a master's of 
science in Applied Linguistics 
and Language Acquisition 
Studies from the University of 
Oxford and has worked as a 
teacher of English as a second 
language both in the US and 

abroad.  
Courtney lives in Parker with 
her family and loves fishing, 
camping, gardening and being 

outdoors.  
read more 

 

 

 

 

 

PRTR Earned More 
Than $600 When You 

Bought Groceries! 

Thanks to 30 Promise Ranch 
families who are participating in the 

King Soopers "Community Rewards" 
program, $607.25 was raised 

between July 1--Sept 30! 
 

You can help  

by clicking on this link  
https://www.kingsoopers.com/topic/ki

and  rewards-community-soopers-ng
selecting Promise Ranch as your 

charity using NPO number ND279. 
Promise Ranch will then earn up to 

five percent of every dollar you 

spend on groceries and fuel, while 
still allowing you to keep 

your loyalty points. (The 

percentage we earn increases based 
on the number of participants.)   

 

 

Photos of our Herd: 

Credits to our Volunteer 

Photography Team.   

  

 

Newsletter 

Submissions?  

If you have stories or photos you 

would like to submit to the PRTR 

Newsletter, please email 

or use our  newsletter@prtr.org

ne testimonials submission onli

   .form 
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Brynn Zajkowski is a 

PATH Int'l Certified Instructor. 
She studied therapeutic riding 
at Rocky Mountain College in 
Billings, MT, and graduated 
with a degree in equine 
therapy. Brynn also has a 
degree in equine riding and 
training from Northwest 
College in Powell, WY.  
Brynn's family owns a ranch 
where she enjoys working 
cattle in the summer. She 
trained her quarter horse, 
Applejack,  (not pictured), and 
rides him in jumping 

competitions. 
read more 
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From our family to yours, have a fun holiday 

season!  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 


